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On Oct. 23, Peru's electoral commission, the Jurado Nacional de Elecciones (JNE), approved the
candidacies of 15 of the 27 presidential hopefuls for the April 9, 1995, elections. Approximately half
of the fifteen approved candidates are from traditional parties, while the rest are independents or
head grassroots coalitions. Although President Alberto Fujimori still has a strong lead against Javier
Perez de Cuellar in the polls, newcomer Alejandro Toledo is making surprising gains.
The list of candidates includes:
* President Alberto Fujimori of the ruling Nueva Mayoria-Cambio 90
* Lima mayor Ricardo Belmont of the independent Movimiento Obras
* Raul Diez Canseco for the centrist Partido Accion Popular
* Lourdes Flores for the conservative Partido Popular Cristiano
* Mercedes Cabanillas of the social democrat Alianza Popular Revolucionaria Americana (APRA)
* Alfonso Barrantes of the leftist Izquierda Unida
* Alejandro Toledo of Coordinadora Democratica-Pais Posible * Luis Caceres of Peru al 2000
* Sixtilio Dalmau of the Movimiento Independiente Nuevo Peru
* Miguel Campos of Paz y Desarrollo
* Ezequiel Ataucusi of the Frente Popular Argricola del Peru
* Carlos Cruz of the Frente Independiente de Reconciliacion Nacional
* Edmundo Inga of the Movimiento Alternative Peru
* Victor Echegaray of the Partido Reformista del Peru.
Among those whose presidential candidacies were denied was Susana Higuchi, wife of President
Fujimori. According to the JNE, only 12,000 of the required 100,000 signatures turned in by Higuchi
were valid. Higuchi claims that Fujimori and his backers in the government have systematically kept
her out of the race . She insists, however, that she will run for Congress. The requirement for 100,000
signatures of support applies to parties or movements that are new or that did not receive more than
5% of the vote in previous elections. However, independent Alejandro Toledo, who now has moved
into third place in the polls, also did not have the required signatures. Nevertheless, his candidacy
was approved when a party that was registered but had no candidate gave Toledo its support.
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Since the JNE finalized the list of candidates, Fujimori has continued to maintain his strong lead
in the polls. At the same time, Perez de Cuellar has watched his popularity steadily decline, while
dark horse Toledo has moved into third place and continues to climb. Toledo's rise in ratings first
appeared in the figures released by the polling firm Apoyo on Oct. 29. The poll gave Fujimori 44%
support, Perez de Cuellar 23%, and Toledo 7%. By Oct. 31, a nationwide poll conducted by the
marketing firm Compania Peruana de Investigacion de Mercado (CPI) indicated that, if the elections
were held tomorrow, Fujimori would receive 46.4% of the votes, Perez de Cuellar 18.7%, and Toledo
9.1%. However, according the private public relations firm Datum, two-thirds of the Peruvians
questioned still expect a runoff between Fujimori and Perez de Cuellar. Slightly less than 30% expect
Fujimori to win on the first ballot. A candidate must receive more than 50% of the valid votes cast to
win a first-round victory.
Political newcomer Toledo, a Stanford-educated economist, admits that he has little political
experience, but says he respects government institutions and will push them to become more
"modern, dynamic and democratic." Toledo says he would maintain a major part of the present
economic program, "which has had a high social cost," but would make changes in government
policies on salaries, interest rates, and foreign exchange policies. Moreover, he insists that even in
areas where Fujimori has had success, such as in the renegotiation of the foreign debt, he could do
better. "Don't forget, I have been on the other side of the table, I've worked for the World Bank,
and I believe that Peru has not played all its cards well," Toledo said. Toledo's self-made success
appeals to the Peruvian public. He went from herding sheep and shining shoes as a child to being an
international consultant to the UN, the World Bank, and several governments. His image as a "oncepoor cholo (Indian)" who achieved success outside Peru is reminiscent of the image that brought
Fujimori success in 1989.
Nevertheless, Toledo wants to focus more on his accomplishments than on his background. "Please,
let's not talk any more about my humble beginnings, nor about my indigenous ancestors. Everyone
knows all about that. I want to talk about my political and economic program," said Toledo in a
recent press conference. Meanwhile, second-place candidate Perez de Cuellar has gone on the
offensive against the Fujimori government, calling it a "civilian dictatorship in disguise, which
lacks any social sensitivity." He said there has probably never been a more authoritarian Peruvian
president than Fujimori, and said "the stability in the country is only a facade." He said pacification
"will be a myth if social problems are not resolved." Perez de Cuellar has also begun working on
his very proper and somewhat stiff public image, trying to appeal more to the poor majority of
Peruvians. However, in the face of Toledo's rising popularity, some of Perez de Cuellar's backers
are considering encouraging him to pull out of the race, according to the weekly news magazine El
Mundo. Campaign manager Guido Pennano called this speculation a "joke in very bad taste" and
said it was part of a systematic campaign, led by the government's intelligence service, Servicio de
Inteligencia Nacional (SIN), against Perez de Cuellar.
Even at this early stage of the campaign, both Perez de Cuellar and Toledo are criticizing
government tactics, insisting that the SIN is involved in preparing a Fujimori victory. Toledo
said the "dirty campaign tactics" have already begun with rumors that he did not really teach at
Harvard and that he would give his support to Fujimori in a second round. Toledo insisted that he
would "not give votes to anyone, much less to Fujimori." Nevertheless, even without questionable
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campaigning, it will be hard for any candidate to overcome the high popularity enjoyed by Fujimori.
That popularity is based in part on a public perception that violence has diminished and the
economy has improved. This perception is encouraged by Fujimori, who says that both terrorism
and hyperinflation have been defeated and "we are now in a period of transition toward a second
stage" that can only be achieved under his direction from the presidential palace.
In addition to gains in improving the economy and curbing guerrilla violence, another event that
has boosted Fujimori's standing recently is the capture of fugitive financier Carlos Manrique,
accused of having swindled 160,000 Peruvians out of US$300 million. The victims had invested in
Manrique's financial institution, Centro Latinoamericano de Asesoria Empresarial (CLAE), which
paid much higher than normal interest rates. Many investors were financially ruined when the
institution collapsed. Manrique, who fled the country last May when a warrant was issued for his
arrest, was captured on Oct. 31 in Miami. His wife and accomplice, Violeta Mori, was arrested on
the same day in Aruba. The Peruvian government has requested Manrique's extradition from the
US. Many Peruvians doubted the government's commitment to capturing Manrique, since there
was evidence that sectors within the police and Congress helped him leave the country. However,
Fujimori vowed to see him brought back for prosecution and now adds Manrique's arrest to his list
of accomplishments.

-- End --
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